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The Protective Effects of Neighborhood Collective Efficacy on Adolescent Substance Use and Violence Following Exposure to Violence: A Review

Following the methods of data collection that have been applied in the study, this paper has been effective in answering the research question. In the paper, Fagan, Wright and Pinchevsky (2014) sort to find out the effect of the community on protecting the youth from engaging in drugs and substance use following violence and victimization. The paper offers a conclusion that directly gives an answer to the posed question. This postulation is underpinned by the type of data collected, where data was taken from youths with diverse demographics and controlled by adults of the same neighborhood, both of whom are crucial subjects of the research. 

The research design exploited in Fagan, Wright and Pinchevsky’s (2014) study is descriptive in nature. The research tries to describe the status of variable which in this case is the effect of a community efficacy on youths’ attitude to drugs and substances as a result of exposure to violence. The authors collected data that was used to describe this phenomenon. 
I am of the opinion that the sampling method used was comprehensive. The author collected data from Chicago neighborhoods by stratifying the areas geographically and picking out households through stratified sampling. The households to be used for the data collection were further narrowed down by using the official census results to find households that had at least a child in one of the age cohorts. Such a precise method of sampling ensured no bias. Further, the researchers consulted these neighborhoods to come with a group that finally agreed to take part in the research fulfilling an essential part of research ethics. In consideration that he research focused on youth, the researchers restricted the analyses to youth in precise age cohorts (9 years, 12 years and 15 years). I can, therefore, suggest no other better method to explain the research. 
The reporting of the results, according to me, is accurate and realistic. The authors succinctly explain what they found out at each of the stages of the processes, which they termed as the waves. They also arrange the data in terms of the age groups and go ahead explaining the usage of drugs, triggers and the effect of the community. With such explanations being presactly spelt out, the researchers succeed in answering the question as a reader of the paper would have expected. The researchers were able to give the results in terms of relations between exposure to violence, and the community characteristics within specified time periods and tied the factors to exposure to drugs and substance use. With such data being in a statistically analyzed tabulated format, the researchers reinforce the authenticity of their data.
In achieving the Institute of Drug Abuse recommended research on the difference in usage between the varying age and gender groups, I would simply achieve this by changing the age cohorts in the first study to represent the new ages. The geographical stratification would hold. The research variables would then be changed to reflect the new requirement for purposes of correct and objective analysis. 
I would not consider generalization in the research due to its qualitative nature. By trying to draw inferences from specific observations, the research may be questionable in terms of validity. As such, I would keep away from generalizing and sticking to the researched representative data. 
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